
18 HappeningsMagazinePA.com July 2009

GO GREEN!GO GREEN!

4 Eco-
Friendly
Finds in
NEPA

1. Woodloch Pines Resort in Hawley was
honored with the 2009 Best Greens Resort
Award, given by the Global Renewable Energy
Expo Networking Summit 2009 for demon-
strating ingenuity, creativity and perseverance
in the pursuit of pioneering green goals.

2. Le Spa Forêt, the green spa at The
French Manor in South Sterling, uses only
products and scents made with natural and
organic ingredients.

3. The farm-to-table menu at The Settlers
Inn, Hawley, highlights the quality and fresh-
ness of local gardens and farms.

4. Eco-friendly products are offered at
many regional shops (see green product guide
on page 26).

5. Drs.Walsh and Azar of Clarks Summit
practice general dentistry with an earth-
friendly emphasis by utilizing the Green Guide
for Health Care standards.

6. Kittatinny Canoes hosts an annual
Delaware River cleanup, providing camping,
food and boats for 300 people who clean
above and below the river over three days.

7. In addition to being advocates for sustain-
able design, Burkavage Design Associates

adopted green policies in their Clarks Summit
office, including switching all company cars to
hybrid models.

8. Sun Spot Solar has been helping home-
owners and businesses save money on energy
for over eight years through solar water heat-
ing, solar electric, wind energy and passive
solar technologies.

9. Whitewater Challengers' rafting tour
makes a point of helping guests notice and
appreciate the environmental qualities of the
surroundings; the trip also includes a commit-
ment to keeping the resource clean and pure
through "leave-no-trace" touring.

10. Barna Log Homes provides solid foam
insulation that has no air leaks. Barna attempts
to get better than R20 in walls and a mini-
mum of R38 in the ceiling. Higher R Values
have higher energy efficiencies with the higher
insulation values supporting lower heating bills
and fossil fuel consumption.

11. Estemerwalt Log Homes has saved
over one million gallons of fuel oil since the
installation of their sawdust burning dry kiln
system in 1996. Instead of using a standard
fuel oil-burning system that would burn
approximately 240 gallons per day,

Estemerwalt installed a sawdust gasifacation
system to help reduce operating costs and
benefit the environment.

12. Forest Homes of Lake
Wallenpaupack believes in sustainable busi-
ness behavior, building high-quality, cost-effec-
tive homes that are environmentally friendly
and energy efficient.Their focus is towards the
total cost of ownership based on the life-
cycle of the home.

13. Ben Rinker Electrical Contracting
replaces outdated lighting systems with ener-
gy-efficient systems that can save businesses
up to 70 percent of their electricity usage.
The system can pay for itself in less than a
year at facilities that operate 24 hours per
day.Those that operate 12 hours per day can
pay for itself in two years. Eligible companies
may also qualify for a 20 percent rebate from
PPL.

14. PNC Bank has more certified green
buildings on earth than any other company in
the world. PNC is also the first U.S. bank to
apply green standards to all new and renovat-
ed buildings, including the Wilkes-Barre
branch. Over 50 percent of the construction
materials used in the green buildings are local-
ly manufactured or made from recycled or
green materials.

15. This spring, Lackawanna County
Commissioners unveiled the County’s new
fleet of ten Chevrolet Malibu hybrid vehicles
that will reduce air pollution and save taxpay-
ers money by lowering gas costs and reducing
maintenance expenses.

16. Nick Hindley is a nationally certified
Building Performance Institute Building Analyst
and Envelope Professional.Through his busi-
ness, PA Home Energy Consultants,
Hindley provides complete home energy
audits for new and existing homes to assist in
identifying and locating energy loss.

17. Earth, Ecology and the Environment (E3)
is a 4th grade environmental education pro-
gram developed by the Friends of Salt
Springs Park, Inc. In the classroom, stu-
dents trace their meals to the sun, make new
paper from old, investigate where their trash
goes and write an environmental newspaper.
Then, students explore the stream and forest
ecosystems during an all-day field trip to Salt
Springs State Park.

18. The headquarters of WB Electric, Inc.,
the Kettle Hill Professional Building, features all
LED exterior lighting which saves over 2000
Watts (just under 500 percent savings in
energy usage compared to traditional lighting
products). In addition,WBE, Inc. has installed
a solar thermal radiant floor heating system in
their new office.

19. Hazleton Oil and Environmental,
Inc. recycles resident and business motor oil,
antifreeze and oil filters to keep contaminants
out of our water stream and landfill. One gal-
lon of used oil has the potential to contami-
nate up to 1 million gallons of drinking water.

20. Pallman Farms in Clarks Summit offers
pick-your-own strawberries. Shopping at farm-
ers’ markets and local farms provides fresh
food without adding pollution through pack-
aging and shipping long distances.

21. Wilkes-Barre’s Best Western East
Mountain Inn is focused on water savings,
and all products used to wash utility items are
eco-friendly.
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